
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies                         Enrichment II & Throughout the year 

Unit Title: Historical Diversity, Symbols, Leaders & Celebrations of USA  Unit: 4 

Target Course/Grade Level:     Second Grade                Timeline: 10 forty minute sessions 

                                                                     (may use additional isolated times 

                                                                                   to learn about historical leaders) 

Unit Summary  

Through this unit, students will gain awareness that our nation is historically comprised of 

immigrant people from all over the world who came here seeking freedom and fortune. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: language arts, art, character education. 

21
st
 century themes and skills: global, cultural & diversity awareness 

Unit Rationale  

Knowing the ancestry of the American people will help students embrace the founding 

principals that our nation has been built on: freedom, respect and equality for all. 

Learning Targets 

Standards:  

 6.1 U.S History: America in the World:  All students will acquire the knowledge and 

skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures and 

environment shape the American heritage.  Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values and 

productive citizens in local, national and global communities. 

9.1  21st Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens. 

Immigrants come to the US for various reasons and have a major impact on our nation. 

Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding and 

evaluating our history. 

Study of American popular historical figures enables Americans with diverse cultural backgrounds to 

feel connected to a national heritage. 

Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing 

misunderstandings. 

The nature of the 21st century workplace has shifted, demanding greater individual accountability, 

productivity, and collaboration. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

9.1.4.D.1 Use effective oral and written communication in face to face and online interactions 

and when presenting to an audience. 

9.1.4.F.2 Establish and follow performance goals to guide progress in assigned areas of 



responsibility and accountability during classroom projects and extra curricular 

activities. 

6.1.4.A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens. 

6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to 

New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered. 

6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a 

nation, historically and today. 

6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters 

from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 

American national heritage. 

6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people. 

6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect 

the American identity. 

Unit Essential Questions 

How does America’s heritage affect what 

America is all about? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Most Americans have ancestors from 

other countries contributing to the 

diversity of our country. 

 Our ancestors have shaped our family 

traditions as well as many national 

traditions. 

 National symbols & holidays represent 

events, character traits, values and 

beliefs of our country. 

 Our country has unique symbols, 

landmarks and traditions to honor our 

country’s history and values. 

 Historical leaders are those who 

developed what represents the values of 

our nation. 
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 

 Define traditions, culture, ancestor, heritage, diversity, immigrants. 

 Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future in reference to ancestry of 

America’s people. 

 Explain USA is one of many nations in the world. 

 Tell about own family heritage. 

 Identify various symbols & landmarks of USA heritage and explain what these symbols 

represent. 

 Discuss historical significance of major national holidays and traditions associated with 

them. 

 Explain the difference between a national holiday and a religious holiday. 

 Identify a few male and females from USA history that have had a positive impact on our 

nation. 

 Explain what character traits historical people possess to make them affective. 



 Place key historical events and people in historical eras using timelines. 

 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 

 Identify and use a variety of primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past 

(i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, photos, etc.) 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Draw a time line for their family’s journey to America and how their family heritage reflects the 

American ideal 

Or 

Test covering all the components of the unit.  

Equipment needed:  

Chart paper, drawing paper & art supplies,  

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

Coming to America, Betsy Maestro 

Life on a Famine Ship, Michael O’Connor 

The Story of the Statue of Liberty, Betsy and Guillo Maestro 

Liberty, Lynn Curlee 

If your Name was Changed at Ellis Island, Ellen Levine 

How People Immigrate, Sarah DeCapua 

Ellis Island, Patricia Ryan Quiri 

Watch the Stars Come Out, Rikki Levinson 

 

Formative Assessments 

Observe students during various class activities, discussions and their work on various class 

assignments such as: 

Writing about family member immigrating to USA 

Designing an American Symbol that expresses what’s important to USA 

Role Playing living on an immigrant ship traveling to USA 

 

Integration of Technology:  

 Internet research a USA monument, symbol or holiday and explain how it reflects the values 

of our country, record the finished product onto a podcast. 

www.ellisisland.org  Look up kid’s ancestors and even see boat they sailed on to get to USA 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/immigration/index1.html Many lesson plan ideas 

http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html assorted powerpoints reviewing various patriotic 

symbols of USA  

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html 

interactive map that shows through history the changing background of our nations immigrants. 

http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/immigration/index1.html
http://americanhistory.pppst.com/symbols.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html


Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Interview grandparents to discover family heritage. 

Create timeline depicting family history. 

Research the monuments, symbols and holidays. 

Role playing the experience of the early immigrants coming to America. 

Teacher Notes: 

 

 

 


